The treatment of intractable low back and leg pain using an epiduroscope was approved as a highly advanced medical technology in 2004. We conducted a questionnaire survey involving 26 institutions which perform epiduroscopy about the current situation regarding epiduroscopic treatment.
Epiduroscopic treatment is provided in only 10 institutions at present, and is not covered by health insurance. The number of cases was larger in advanced than non-advanced medical centers. In addition, a difference in the medical costs was observed in non-advanced medical centers, with the average being approximately 160,000 yen. For anesthesia, local anesthesia plus sedation were prevalent. It is considered that the accumulation of evidence in multi-center studies on the effects of epiduroscopic treatment, and subsequent availability of health insurance coverage for it, may facilitate the development of such treatment in the future. 
